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the Imperial and Central Society of Agriculture,
had amused himself by organizing a little silk-
worm nursery on the Pasteur system, in his own
study, in the very centre of Paris. These experi-
ments, in the Imperial palace might have re-
minded an erudite reader of Olivier de Serres*
Theatre d*Agriculture of the time when the said
Olivier de Serres planted mulberry trees in the
Tuileries gardens at Henry IV's request, and
when, according to the old agricultural writer,
a house was arranged at the end of the gardens
"accommodated with all things necessary as well
for the feeding of the worms as for the prepara-
tion of the silk."

The Marshal, though calling himself the most
modest of sericicultors, had been able to ap-
preciate the safety of a method which produced
the same results in Paris as at the Pont Gisquet;
the octogenarian veteran dwelt with complacency
on the splendid condition of his silkworms in all
their phases from the minute worm hatched from
the seed-like egg to the splendid cocoon of white
or yellow silk.

It occurred to Vaillant to suggest a decisive ex-
periment in favour of Pasteur and of the silk-
worm industry. The Prince Imperial owned in
Illyria, about six leagues from Trieste, a prop-
erty called Villa Vicentina. One of Napoleon's
sisters, Elisa Bonaparte, had lived peacefully
there after the fall of the first Empire, and had